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What a way to go;
Bulldogs see Hosley booted over foul, then their big lead
evaporate in loss to Broncos.

BYLINE: Gary Estwick The Fresno Bee
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LENGTH: 744 words

DATELINE: LAS CRUCES, N.M.

Winning streaks are destined to end, just not like this.

Not with Fresno State's best player, senior Quinton Hosley, alone in the locker
room Thursday night, separated from his team because of a flagrant foul.

Not with a 10-point lead early in the second half transformed into a 78-73 loss
to Boise State during the quarterfinals of the Western Athletic Conference
tournament. Not with the third-seeded Bulldogs exiting the court at Pan American
Center by displaying the body language of a funeral procession.

Yet it happened this way in front of 11,532 fans, many of whom rooted against
the Bulldogs after Hosley elbowed Boise State guard Coby Karl in the face, the
most riveting moment of their gamelong jostling match.

With that one play, and Fresno State's ensuing struggles, the joy of a four-week
run of perfection and postseason anticipation that accompanied the Bulldogs to
this tournament was replaced with regret and doubt.

"It's always difficult when you lose a game you had complete control of," Fresno
State coach Steve Cleveland said. "And we did have complete control of this
game."

Hosley's flagrant foul, which transpired with 17:02 left in the second half, was
categorized as a non-fighting foul by the officiating staff, meaning they did
not recommend that Hosley miss the next game of the season, if the Bulldogs are
able to earn a berth to the National Invitation Tournament. The WAC office is
able to review the play and decide if further punishment is necessary. Hosley
finished with four points on 1-of-5 shooting and grabbed five rebounds in 21
minutes.

After the game, WAC commissioner Karl Benson met with Fresno State athletic
director Thomas Boeh and senior associate athletic director Betsy Mosher. A
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decision is not expected immediately since the Bulldogs were eliminated from the
tournament. Their next game, at the earliest, would be early next week in the
NIT.

Meanwhile, Boise State, which entered the tournament as a sixth seed, won its
second game this season against Fresno State. Boise State (17-13) advances to
play second-seeded New Mexico State today in the semifinals.

With Hosley ejected, the Bulldogs were even more short-handed. Reserve center
Alex Blair was limited to 4 minutes after coming down with the flu. That, on top
of missing reserve Tyson Parker to a broken hand and the February dismissal of
senior Ja'Vance Coleman, compounded the loss of Hosley's defensive pressure and
knack for rebounding.

Forward Dominic McGuire, who finished 21 points, moved from the post to the
perimeter, which allowed Boise State's Reggie Larry to lead a rally. Larry
scored 14 of his 18 points in the second half.

Despite the loss of Hosley, and the loss of a double-digit lead, Fresno State
had a chance to overcome its latest bout of adversity.

Hector Hernandez's 3-pointer with 26 seconds left trimmed the deficit to 76-73.
Seth Robinson then committed a turnover, and Fresno State had a chance to put
the day's problems in the past.

But Boise State's defense curtailed Fresno State on its last meaningful
possession, trapping Eddie Miller near the sideline, where he fell on the court.
Karl grabbed the ball, was fouled immediately and made two free throws.

The Bulldogs (22-9) planned to travel back to Fresno on Thursday night, and now
must wait to see how losing in the WAC quarterfinals affects their chances at
reaching the NIT.

"I feel like we deserve an opportunity to play," said point guard Kevin Bell,
who finished with 20 points. "We've worked hard and I'm hopeful we get a
chance."

After the game, Hosley was not made available to the media. Asked if Fresno
State would have won the game with Hosley, Cleveland said "Yes."

"I know that Quinton made a mistake," Cleveland said. "He knows he made a
mistake, and no one feels worse than he does. Young people make mistakes.

"I think the lesson to be learned is that no matter what happens prior to or
during the course of the game, you have to have your composure."

Also ...

Boise State dominated Fresno State on second-chance points, outscoring the
Bulldogs 26-4. Boise State also had 19 offensive rebounds. Forward Matt Nelson
had five and Larry had three. Fresno State had five offensive rebounds. The
Broncos outrebounded Fresno State 49-35.

Fresno State's pep band didn't make the trip to Las Cruces, so a Bulldogs fan
persuaded Louisiana Tech's band to cheer for Fresno State. It only cost a few
bags of popcorn.
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The reporter can be reached at gestwick@fresnobee.com or (559) 441-6617.
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GRAPHIC: PHOTOS BY ASSOCIATED PRESS
Fresno State's Eddie Miller, middle, loses the ball as Boise State's Coby Karl
(5) and Anthony Thomas react with seconds left in their Western Athletic
Conference tournament quarterfinal game Thursday. The Bulldogs had a chance to
tie on the possession but failed to get off a shot.
Fresno State coach Steve Cleveland, center, listens to referee Ruben Ramos,
left, explain Quinton Hosley's ejection early in the second half. Hosley was
tossed after elbowing Boise State's Coby Karl.
ASSOCIATED PRESS Fresno State's Dominic McGuire splits two Broncos defenders
during Thursday's WAC tournament loss to Boise State.
Quinton Hosley
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