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Two hours after track practice, Jequitta Hall is still running. Sliding 

across tile floors in white socks, Hall dashes through her grandparents' 

house. Straight through the living room, where a cabinet displays her baby 

pictures and track trophies. 

Left at the hallway, where a vanity stores another collection of awards. 

Sharp right at her bedroom, where white walls are lined with the blue ribbons 

and shiny gold medals Hall has won since age 8.  

On Saturday, the Northwestern High sprinter will try to add to her 

collection. Hall will be among the favorites in the 100 and 200 meters at the 

Class 4A state track meet. 

Five days before the meet, though, she is entertaining her 16-month-old son, 

Jahquon. He loves to see his mom run around the house. It makes Jahquon 

giggle. 

"I'm tired, I'm tired," Hall tells her son, as she tries to simulate heavy 

breathing. 

He knows better. 

OK, she says, as she starts another lap. 

This is where Hall's life differs from the average 18-year-old high school 

senior. She is a mom. A baby taking care of a baby. 

This is not the way Hall thought she would spend her teenage years. While her 

classmates watch television or hang out with friends, Hall is sitting on a 

living-room floor, trying to get Jahquon to drink his bottle of tropical 

punch Kool-Aid. Two minutes later, Hall is singing Barney songs with her 

little guy. Playing hide-and-go-seek. Teaching him his ABCs and his numbers. 

"How old are you? Come on!" she said, encouraging Jahquon. 



If Hall had the chance to change the past, she would not have become a single 

mother. But like high school track, life does not allow restarts. 

"I have no choice but to deal with it," Hall said. "I can't change what 

happened. Too late." 

FAB FRESHMAN 

Hall entered Northwestern with an athletic reputation few freshmen enjoyed. 

When she ran, she won. Period. 

But after finishing seventh in the state her freshman year, Hall missed her 

entire sophomore season. Days before the first meet of the year, Hall tore 

two ligaments in her left knee. 

The injury was so devastating that it threatened Hall's track career before 

it fully blossomed. 

During this rough time, Hall received support from one of her friends, 

Quonillius Smith. 

"As time passed, and I hurt myself, he was there to comfort me," Hall said. 

"We started liking each other more, and things happen." 

Even without Hall, the Bulls were still able to dominate Florida track. 

Northwestern won the 2001 state girls' title. 

Bulls sprinter Pavi'Elle James, then in the eighth grade, saw Hall in the 

stands at the state meet. 

"I really thought it was over [for her]," James said. "I saw her and her 

stomach - I was kind of sad because I knew she was supposed to be a part of 

that team." 

By this time, Hall was three months into her pregnancy, yet still in denial. 

" 'I can't be pregnant,' " Hall remembered thinking. 

Her boyfriend had already told his mother that Hall was pregnant, but she had 

yet to tell her family. Hall denied their assumptions. Her grandmother said 

she knew she was pregnant because of a dream. 

Not long after, a doctor confirmed her suspicion. 

Hall was scared. Scared to face the whispers from schoolmates. Scared to see 

the disappointed face of track coach Carmen Jackson. Scared to reveal her 

pregnancy to English teacher Lesly Borge. Scared that her family would bury 

her under a boulder of criticism. 

Jackson had always stressed that there is a time and place for everything. 

For Hall, too much was happening too soon. 

"This is not the time for high school kids to become moms because [children] 

take away from their own lives," Jackson said. "They haven't lived yet. 

"But it's not the end of the road. It's a bumpy road but not a dead end." 



While Hall's family was deeply disappointed, they sat around the family house 

and laid the foundation for Hall's return. 

"I was totally shocked," said Hall's grandmother, Sarah Wilcox. "But there 

was nothing I could do but throw my arms around her and tell her a baby won't 

stop her from getting her education." 

The Smiths cover Jahquon's financial needs. 

Rev. Jim Johnson Jr., pastor of Sunrise Missionary Baptist Church, was the 

spiritual support for his great grandniece. 

Failing was not an option. 

Having a child did stop Hall's mom, Jennifer Salter. She was a sprinter at 

Northwestern under Jackson in the 1980s. That was until Salter found out she 

was pregnant right before graduation. The two-sport star gave up her dream of 

going to college. 

"I was supposed to make it, but I had her," Salter said. "So I created 

another one to take my place." 

Borge, who has raised two children, was a role model for Hall. 

"She was able to realize she could overcome this." said Borge, who taught 

Hall in the 10th grade and again this school year. 

Hall moved in with her grandmother so Wilcox could baby-sit Jahquon while 

Hall was in school. Wilcox retired last July. 

But taking care of an energetic Jahquon is plenty of work. 

"He's a handful, but he's a lot of fun," she said. 

Jahquon's grandparents have spoiled him, Jequitta said. She shares some of 

the credit. Wherever Hall goes, little Jahquon follows several steps behind. 

His name is tattooed on her wrist. 

They sleep in the same room, in the same bed. 

ADVICE FOR HER PEERS 

Nowadays, Hall advises her teammates about staying away from the path she 

traveled. She knows she is lucky to have recovered. 

"I let them know that now is not the time to have a child," she said. "You 

can have a kid later on in life. Focus on what you're here to focus on." 

Hall is on friendly terms with Quonillius. 

With help in place to take care of Jahquon, Hall earned a 2.7 grade-point 

average. 

She was also given a chance to plot her return to track. She had surgery on 

her knee in May of last year. By September, she was training with the cross-

country team. 



There, she earned a nickname, Stella, after the movie, How Stella Got Her 

Groove Back. 

Indeed, she was back. 

Hall showcased her near-top form May 8 at the 2003 county championships. 

There, she won the 100 (12.61) and 200 meters (25.40) and helped the Bulls 

win the 400-meter relay (47.53). 

"It felt good because I never thought I would make it," Hall remembered. "I 

never thought I'd come back and do what I'm doing now, achieving my goals." 

Another one of her goals is to earn a track scholarship to the University of 

Miami. Three former Northwestern runners are on the team. 

Hall wonders if UM will take her - and Jahquon. Hall is scared to ask. 

Jackson wants Hall to focus on the state meet and let the pieces fall in 

place after she crosses the finish line. 

Because of her family, Hall will have that chance as the Bulls attempt to 

sweep the boys' and girls' 4A team championships Saturday. 

Hall will do the running. Her family and friends the supporting. 
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