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THE TENNESSEAN

Running backs coach Earnest Byner said Friday he's not really sure why the
Titans fired him with a year left on his contract.

Byner quickly landed another job, on Thursday signing with the Jaguars. There he
replaces Kennedy Pola, whom the Titans hired Monday to replace Byner.

Byner said he asked Coach Jeff Fisher and offensive coordinator Mike
Heimerdinger what he could learn from his experiences in Nashville and take to
his next job.

"Nobody said anything negatively about me," Byner said. "Mike Heimerdinger ...
he told me, 'I don't have anything to say negatively about what you've done.'
Matter of fact, I asked him twice."

As for his relationships with Fisher and the other coaches, Byner admitted there
were some disagreements but characterized them as part of the business.

"If I'm a boss, I want someone to tell me what they're thinking, tell me about
the position," Byner said. "We disagreed sometimes; we agreed other times.
Nobody bit their tongue, nobody felt like they had to bite their tongue. ... All
of us had our opinions at different points. If I'm a head coach, that's what I
want."

Attempts to reach Fisher for comment Friday night were unsuccessful.

Byner, a veteran assistant coach, helped develop Chris Johnson into a 2,000-yard
rusher, first-team All-Pro selection and NFL Offensive Player of the Year.

Earlier this week Johnson said he was not consulted about the decision.

Byner said he taught Johnson, LenDale White, Ahmard Hall and other Titans the
correct way to prepare, how to be professionals, and how to coach themselves.

He plans to take the same approach in Jacksonville, where Maurice Jones-Drew has
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become one of the league's best runners.

"We got a real good foundation of young guys, players that have some
experience," he said. "From what they did last year, I'm definitely excited
about moving forward."

Reach Gary Estwick at 615-259-8024 or gestwick@tennessean.com
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